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CLAYDON, William Walter 
 
Private, 29693 
8th Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 5th February 1917 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Bethune Town Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 28 
 
William Walter Claydon was born in 1889 at 2 Cross Row, Haverhill, the third child 
of Walter and Clara, nee Evans. 
 
Walter and Clara had married ten years earlier when both were aged 20 and they set 
up home at Cross Row, just off the High Street.  Both were from silk weaving families 
who lived in the High Street.   
 
Walter’s family were long settled in the town, 
but Clara’s had moved there from Halstead, 
Essex, in about 1866, shortly after the Colne 
Valley Railway had arrived in 1863, linking 
the two towns.  Clara’s father became a 
railway porter but Walter continued as a silk 
weaver and Clara was a jacket hand. 
 

O.I.C. Parade passing Cross Row on left 
 
All four of their children were born at Cross 
Row. Their first child, Florence Kate in 1885, 
followed by George in 1887, William in 1889 
and their youngest Horace in 1891. 
 
 
Sadly, in 1900, when William was aged only 11 his father died and Clara and 
daughter Kate had to support the family, both working as serge jacket makers.  By 
1901 the family had moved to 32 Eden Road.  Edith continued to live there after she 
married William Wright and their firstborn, Kathleen Florence was born there in 1909.  
William, too, continued the weaving tradition by becoming a hair weaver. 
 
With the outbreak of war William was to enlist at Bury St Edmunds, joining the Army.  
He served in France as Private No. 29693 with the 8th Battalion, Bedfordshire 
Regiment which was at the Battle of the Somme in 1916.  In early 1917 they were 
near Arras and involved in minor battles just prior to the German withdrawal behind 
the fortified Hindenburg line. 
 
William was injured in one of these battles and was taken to 33 Casualty Station for 
treatment.   
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The Captain commanding the Company wrote to William’s mother:  
 

‘I have rather a difficult task in writing to you tonight. I am afraid I have 
neither the skill nor the environment at present to enable me to express 
myself in anything but the bluntest way. This morning your son, Pte. W. 
A. Claydon was wounded in the head. The wound was fairly serious 
and we got him down to the Regimental doctor as soon as possible. I 
have since seen the doctor and he assured me that he is out of danger, 
although he looks rather bad now. I have some idea of the terrible 
anxiety of those who wait at home. Your suspense must be great, and I 
thought it might be easier for you to read a letter from me rather than to 
see a brief note in the newspaper. If you wish for any information that I 
can possibly give you please write. I shall be only too glad help. The 
officers and men join me in wishing your son a speedy recovery.’ 
 

The South West Suffolk Echo of 24th February 1917 reported that:  
‘Mrs. C. Claydon, of 32 Eden Road, Haverhill, has received official notification by 
telegram that her son, Pte. W. Claydon of the Bedfordshire Regiment, died on the 
5th. inst. as result of gun-shot wound compound fracture of the skull, in 33 Casualty 
Clearing Station, France.’ 

 
Private William Claydon was buried in Bethune Town Cemetery, some 20 miles 
north of Arras and close to 33 Casualty Station. 
 
 
 
Bethune Town 
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His headstone is inscribed: 

UNTIL THE DAY BREAK 
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William was awarded the British and Victory medals and is also commemorated on 
the memorial at the Old Independent Church.  


